
Syllabus of the course: 
 
                               POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT IN UKRAINE 
                                                            (LS 2016/2017)  
 
                   Thursday 09.05 – 10.35/FIF N 216 (second floor in the new building, from str. Muzejna) 
Credits: 3 
Hours: 2 
Lecturer:  Mgr. Kateryna Yakovenko, PhD.  
E-mail: katerynayakovenko18@gmail.com 
Form of Study: Lectures + Seminars 
Consultations: upon agreement via email 
 
Aims and Objectives:  
The following course is designed to introduce the political system of Ukraine and its 
applicative functioning. Students will be able to find out what political regime exists in 
Ukraine, how the parliament and the government operate, what are the reasons behind the 
ongoing military conflict in Ukraine and what challenges are present in Ukraine’s foreign 
policy. The foreign policy challenges include Ukraine’s cooperation with the European Union 
and the relations with the Russian Federation. At the end of the course, the students will be 
able to define Ukraine’s place on the international political arena, outlining the country’s 
main external and internal problematic issues. 
 
The required readings and presentations will be uploaded on the web-page of the course. 
Please, click the following link:  
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxXlbBIvs23fVUltekRTZ2gxa0U?usp=sharing  
 
Assessment: The grade will be based on presence (10% of the grade), active participation 
(10% of the grade), one midterm test (25% of the grade), one prepared presentation (25% of 
the grade) and final test (30% of the grade). 
 
Active participation: For each presence at the lecture + participation during the discussion 
(questions, additional information etc.) a student receives 2 points. For presence without 
participation – 1 point. 
 
Presentation: Each student will have to make 1 presentation during the course. The choice of 
the topics will be presented for the students at the first lecture. The requirements will also be 
explained before the first presentation is made. The evaluation will be based on the structure 
of the presentation, its content and the sources used. Presentations will have more creative 
than formal character. Length of the presentation in class: 10 - 15 minutes with a follow-up 
discussion. 
 
 [Povinnosti študentov (účasť, hodnotenie, opakovanie) na kurze sa riadia  Študijným 
poriadkom Univerzity Komenského, č. 5/2014, Študijným poriadkom bakalárskeho, 
magisterského a doktorandského štúdia Filozofickej fakulty UK 5/2012 a pravidlami Katedry 
politológie. Aktuálna verzia týchto dokumentov je dostupná na webstránke Katedry v sekcii 
dokumenty.] 
 
                       
                



SCHEDULE AND TOPICS OF THE COURSE. 
 

1. Introduction lecture 23.02.2017  
 

2. What the Ukrainian state is. Brief history – extended content. Ukraine before the 
communist revolution in 1917. 02.03.2017 
 

3. Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic: struggling to survive in the USSR. 9.03.2017 
 

4. Independent Ukraine: the Constitution and political regime. The parliament 
(Verkhovna Rada) of Ukraine and its political parties. 16.03.2017 

 
5. The institution of presidency and the Cabinet of Ministers in Ukraine. 23.03.2017 

 
6. The fourth power: oligarchic groups and their role in Ukraine’s political life. 

30.03.2017 
 

7. The Orange Revolution in 2004: ready, steady – but no volunteers to go. 6.04.2017 
 

8. Midterm test. 13.04 (?) 
 

9. The foreign policy vector one: Western dimension. Ukraine and the European Union. 
20.04.2017 
 

10. The foreign policy vector two: Eastern dimension. Ukraine and Russia. 27.04.2017 
 

11. Euromaidan and Russia’s invasion to Ukraine. 4.05.2017 
 

12.  Additional time for the seminars and presentations if needed. 11.05.2017 
 

13. Grading. 18.05.2017 
 
Literature: 
Von Hagen, Mark. 1995. Does Ukraine Have a History? Slavic Review 54, no. 3 (Autumn): 
658 – 673 
Rich, Roland “Recognition of States: The Collapse of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union” (pp. 
40-42; 44-47). 
Umland, Andreas. World Sentinel | What Political System Does Ukraine Need?  
Kuzio. Taras “Viktor Yanukovych’s First 100 Days. Back to the Past, But What’s the Rush?” 
Matuszak, S. “The oligarchic democracy. The influence of business groups on Ukrainian 
politics”. Pp.41-51 (“the family”section). 
D'Anieri, Paul „What Has Changed in Ukrainian Politics?“ 
Solonenko, Iryna.  “External Democracy Promotion in Ukraine: the Role of the European 
Union“. 
Dragneva  and Wolczuk. “Russia, the Eurasian Customs Union and the EU: Cooperation, 
Stagnation or Rivalry?” Briefing Paper. 
Kateryna Pishchikova and Olesia Ogryzko “Civic awakening: The impact of Euromaidan on 
Ukraine's politics and society“. 



Recommended: 
Gyorgy Simon “On the Customs Union of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia”.  
Rilka Dragneva and Kataryna Wolczuk “Russia, the Eurasian Customs Union and the EU: 
Cooperation, Stagnation or Rivalry?” 
J. Szostek “The Media Battles of Ukraine’s EuroMaidan”. 
Sascha-Dominik Bachmann, “Hybrid Wars: the 21st-Century's New Threats to Global Peace 
and Security”. 
Maksymilian Czuperski, John Herbst, Eliot Higgins, Alina Polyakova, and Damon Wilson, 
“Hiding in plain sight: Putin’s war in Ukraine”. 
Ilya Yashin, Olga Shorina. Independent report. Putin. War. Based on materials from Boris 
Nemtsov. 
 
Suggested topics for the presentations (not obligatory). 
 

1. Ukrainians: identity challenges. 
 

2. “Sudden” independency: Ukraine’s establishment from 1991 until 1996. 
 

3. Ukrainian institution of presidency: 20 years of evolvement or usurpation. 
 

4. Ukrainian oligarchic groups: the “clan” and the “family”. 
 

5. The Orange Revolution as the pivotal point in Ukraine’s history?  
 

6. Broken trust – presidency of Viktor Yushchenko. 
 

7. President Poroshenko and the “new-old” ruling elite of Ukraine. 
 

8. The Czar. Putin’s interest in Ukraine. 
 

9. Annexed Crimea – the lost land.  
 

10. Ukrainian crisis: war in Donbas and its economic outcomes for Ukraine. 
 

11. Life in the occupation zone: Donetsk and Luhansk self-proclaimed “republics”. 
 

12.  European Union’s answer to the war in Ukraine.  
 

13. The EU-Ukraine Association Agreement: is European future possible for Ukraine, 
ever? 

 
14. Russian media and the war in Ukraine. 

 
15. Role of propaganda in a hybrid war: the case of Ukraine. 

 
16. Ukraine and the Middle East crisis: Russia vs. “the West”. 

 


